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Setting the stage 

• In December 2014, the Delaware Division of Public Health drafted the Health 
Data for Delaware proposal with a vision that “Delawareans have access to 
usable, meaningful, timely, and high-quality data about their health and the 
health of the communities in which they live.”  

 



…the communities in which they live… 

• DPH focused its proposal on Step 2, that Delawareans must have access to 
data about the community in which they live. 
• Considered as a first step to improving the health of our population, reducing disparities, and 

improving health equity. 

• Requires that individuals have information on the social, political, economic, and 
environmental conditions that affect their health and the health of the community in which 
they live. 

• Information should be shared in readily usable and understandable formats. 

• DPH proposed to develop an interactive Web-based data portal. 







Finding a path… 
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The approach for 
creating Delaware’s 
tracking network 



Systematic approach 

Model after national tracking network – understand requirements. 1 
Follow CDC data standards (NCDMs) to ensure comparability, validity, and high quality 
of data presented and shared with partners. 2 

Review existing state networks – design and presentation of data – end-user experience. 3 

Determine potential for using existing state infrastructure (i.e., Delaware Open Data).  4 

Engage partners in Governance Committee and Technical Advisory Group.  5 

Share intent to develop tracking network with internal and external stakeholders. 6 

Create and develop an environment for sustainability. 7 

Ensure data are available by meaningful geographic designations. 8 



The National Environmental Public Health Tracking Network  

• 2002: initial funding to develop a national 
tracking network following IOM report. 

• 2002-2006: pilot projects implemented in 
states. 

• 2006: CDC funded 16 state tracking networks. 

• Currently 26 state and local tracking networks 
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Tracking in action 





Nationally consistent data and measures 

•Ensure compatibility and 
comparability of the data across 
states. 
•Health and environmental agencies 

have a long history of tracking 
trends in health and environmental 
factors separately. 



NCDMs of air quality 



State tracking 
networks 



State tracking networks 

• State-specific data that may not 
already be available at the national 
level. 

• Opportunity to present data in 
geographic designations that are 
meaningful for Delaware. 
•Aggregation of census tracts into 

communities. 
•More granularity than what is presented on 

national tracking network. 



Florida’s tracking 
network 



Florida’s tracking network 



Florida Charts 



County profiles 



Florida Charts 



Presented on same page as previous slide 



New Hampshire’s 
tracking network 



New Hampshire 





Air quality 



Delaware tracking network 
• Reviewed existing state tracking networks to identify the “best 

parts” of each state network to use for the development of 
Delaware’s network. 

• Reviewed and included existing nationally consistent data and 
measures as a requirement. 
• Enables participation in national tracking network. 
• Ensures that when CDC funding becomes available, our state tracking network 

meets the requirements for funding  

• Ensure that data are stratified by community into community 
profiles (similar to Florida Charts). 

• Ensure that the system is flexible and can be modified by DPH staff 
when updated data are available. 

• Funding is available to develop the data portal; will include selected 
environmental and health data. 

 



The tracking network is more than data… 

• Tool for relevant health and environmental 
information. 

• Points the community to valuable resources. 

• Highlights the use of the data for health 
impact assessments – improvement of 
population health. 

• Tool that provides information to the 
community in a usable format that can be 
translated into action through the generation 
of hypotheses about causes and underlying 
mechanisms that should be explored. 



Thank you! 

Questions? 


